
BATTLE OF THE PADDLES PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT RULES
January 29, 2022

GAMES: Teams will have 3 minutes to warm up on the court before
playing time begins. A doubles match in the higher bracket will consist

of the best 2 out of 3 games to 11. A game is finished when a team
reaches 11 points and is leading by at least two points. If the score is
tied at 10-10, then the game continues until one player or team wins

by two points. Players switch sides after the first game. If a third game
is needed, the players will switch sides after the first player or team
gets to 6 points, and the game will then continue to its conclusion.

The lower bracket matches will consist of one game to 11 points. The
winner in this format must also be ahead by two points. In a 11-point

game, players should switch sides after one team gets to 6 points, and
the game will then continue to its conclusion.

TOURNAMENT FORMAT: The format of the tournament will be
double elimination for doubles. The format of the tournament will be

single elimination for singles.

AGE, SKILL, AGE/SKILL: Brackets will be made based on your age
division. Your skill level will be taken into consideration. Due to a low
number of teams in the beginner-Intermediate age bracket, all skill

levels were merged together. Brackets were randomized.



Age Divisions: 22-55 & 56+
Skill: Beginner-Intermediate & Mid Intermediate-Advanced

If there aren’t many registered players in an age division it will only be
based on age and not age/skill.

DIVISIONS: Mixed Doubles, Women’s Doubles & Men’s Doubles and
Male & Female Open Singles.

Teammates in different age divisions: You must play in the division of
the younger teammate. Athletes may play in more than one division

(ex: women's doubles, female open singles & mixed doubles).

OPEN SINGLES: There is no age or skill level used in this division.
These will be open play matches. That being said, any age between
22-56+ with any skill level can play in this division. Open singles will
run a single elimination format. These games will run best 2 out of 3.
All games will be played to 11 and must be won by 2 points if tied at
10-10.

BALLS: Yellow Franklin Sports X-26 Performance Indoor Pickleballs
will be used for all games.

SERVING: A player or team can only score points when serving.
Both feet must remain behind the baseline until after the ball is struck.
The serve must be underhand with the ball contacted below the waist.
Serves must travel diagonally and land between the non-volley zone
and the baseline of the service court opposite of the serving player.
Each player is allowed only one serving attempt. Each player will

continue to serve until he does not win a point. Players must
announce the score prior to serving. Always call the server's score

first!
*Match series will begin with a coin toss to decide which

team will serve or receive first. The team that did not serve



the first game will begin serving the second game. If there is
a third match a coin toss will decide the start of that one as

well. After your first match, whichever team is seeded
higher will decide to serve or receive first.*

Serving in Doubles
• At the start of each new game, only one player on the first serving

team is allowed a service turn before giving up the ball to the
opponents. Thereafter both members of each team will have a service

turn before the ball is turned over to the opposing team.
• In doubles, the player on the right at the start of a service turn will
be the first person to serve for their team and will continue to serve

until he or she does not win a point. Then his or her partner will serve
until he or she does not win a point. Then it is the other teams turn to

serve.
• When the serving team scores a point, the server moves to the
other side of the serving team’s court. The receiving team should

never switch sides.
• If the serve rotation is done properly in doubles, the serving team's
score will always be even when the player that started the game on
the right side is on the right side and odd when that player is on the

left side.

Serving in Singles
• Games are played to 11 points (win by 2). Points can only be scored

by the server.
• If a fault is committed by the receiver, the server gets a point. If a

fault is committed by the server, the server loses the serve.
• The server begins the game from his/her right side of the court. If the
server scores a point, they switch sides and serve from the left side of
the court. In that way, when the server’s score is even, the server will



serve from the right side of the court. When the server’s score is odd,
the server will serve from the left side of the court.

• The serve must be an underhand serve in which the ball is contacted
below the server’s naval. The serve must be struck with both feet

behind the baseline. Neither foot may touch the baseline or the court
until after the serve is struck.

• The serve must be hit into the opponent’s diagonally opposite
service area. If the serve contacts any part of the non volley line it is

considered “short” and is a fault.
• The serve must bounce before the opponent can return it and the
return must bounce before the server can return it (double-bounce
rule). Subsequent hits may be struck before or after the ball has

bounced.
• The server may only have 1 service attempt.

● If the ball hits the top of the net, but still lands in the proper
service court, the serve is good.

• Players standing in the non-volley zone or on the non-volley line may
not strike a ball before it bounces.

• If the ball contacts any part of the sideline or baseline, it is
considered “in.”

• If the ball is hit into the net or out of bounds, it is a fault. If the ball
bounces twice before being hit by the receiver, it is a fault for the

receiver.
• If a player, player’s clothing or paddle touches the net while the ball

is in play, it is a fault.
• If the ball hits a player or player’s clothing, it is a fault. If the ball hits
the ceiling, wall, or any other permanent object before landing in the

opponent’s court, it is a fault.



NON-VOLLEY ZONE (Kitchen): To volley a ball means to hit it in
the air without letting it bounce. All volleying must be done with the

player’s feet behind the non-volley zone.

DOUBLE BOUNCE RULE: Each team must play their first shot
off the bounce. That is, the receiving team must let the serve bounce
and the serving team must let the return of the serve bounce before

playing it. After the two bounces have occurred, the ball can either be
volleyed or played off the bounce.

Faults The ball may only bounce once per side. After a player hits
the ball, it must travel to the other side of the net. If the ball hits one of

the sidelines or the baseline, it is a playable ball. When a player or
team fails to win the rally they are said to have made a fault. Some,

but not all of the things that cause a fault is listed below:
• Serving the ball into an incorrect area.

• Hitting the ball out of bounds.
• Volleying the ball before it has bounced once on each side.

• Hitting the ball into the net or hitting the net with your paddle or
body.

• Hitting the ball while in the non-volley zone before it is allowed to
bounce.

• Touching the non-volley zone with your paddle or clothes while
attempting to hit a volley.

• Stepping on or over the non-volley zone line on a follow through.

SPECTATORS & PLAYERS: Spectators not playing in the tournament
will have to pay a $3.00 entrance fee. Chairs are limited at Athletic

Edge and we encourage all spectators and athletes to bring their own.
Snacks, candy, water and sports drinks will be available for purchase
at the front desk.This will be a full day tournament so feel free to pack



a cooler with your own food/drinks just please make sure to pick up
after yourself! Picture taking is encouraged but please no flash!

Players will check in at the front desk prior to playing. Make sure to
arrive at least 20 minutes before your scheduled playing time.

REFUND POLICY: Withdrawals after January 5th at 1pm will not
receive a refund.

Awards: Trophies will be given out to first place winners in
each age division. Second place will receive medals.


